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Vision
Loreto schools and colleges in England are centred in God, rooted in Christ and
animated by the spirit of Mary Ward, the founder of the Institute of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Our vision is that they will be educational communities where each
person has the experience of being loved and valued as a sacred individual created
by a loving God; communities where students enjoy an enriching and liberating
education that helps them grow into the fullness of life and empowers them to be
men and women of courage who are alive to the needs of humanity and committed
to making a better world.

Choosing your Options
Why options in Year 8?
We have allowed students in Year 8 to choose what they study in Year 9 for the past
six years at Loreto and it has been very popular with both students and parents. It can
make school more enjoyable as you are spending more time doing the subjects you
enjoy. It also enables you to make more progress in your chosen subjects. As a general
guide students are directed to select subjects which they enjoy, are good at and which
will help them secure the kind of employment they are considering in the future.
Please discuss your options with your parents and carers and if you need any help
with making your decision please see any of your teachers who will point you in the
right direction for the best guidance. The final deadline for submitting the completed
option form to formation tutors by Friday 31st March 2017. Thank you

What subjects do I have to study?
Most students at Loreto High School study nine GCSE subjects – six core subjects plus
three option subjects. Some students take less or more subjects depending on their
individual interests and ability.
The basic expectation nationally is that students study nine GCSEs and the new
government performance measures are all based on the idea that this is the norm.

All students continue to study at least six core subjects
 English
 English Literature
 Mathematics
 Science - 2 GCSEs Science Trilogy (students achieving Grade 4 or above in Year 8
can opt to study separate sciences)
 Religious Education
All students also continue to study;
 Core PE (similar to the PE curriculum pupils have followed in Years 7 and 8 with a
focus on exercise, sport and healthy lifestyles.)
 PSHE and Citizenship
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What is the English Baccalaureate?


The EBacc is the ideal preparation for studying many A level courses and
progressing to degree level study at top universities (Russell Group &
Oxbridge). It involves opting for History or Geography and a Modern Foreign
Language. We expect the majority of our students to choose this pathway but it
is not compulsory.



However not all Universities require students to have gained the EBacc
certificate. Many university courses, alongside apprenticeships and jobs that
you apply for when you leave school will want to see that you have achieved
the best grades possible in the subjects you have chosen to study.

Students need to choose three different subjects overall. There are also criteria that
need to be met in order to study some option subjects e.g. GRADE 4 Mathematics is
required to study Computer Science, GRADE 4 Science is required to study Separate
Sciences.

What to do next…


When you have found out more about the courses on offer and discussed them
with your parents and teachers, you should select your option choices on the
separate sheet inside your pack and return to your formation tutor. (A copy of
this form is on page three.)



Your formation form should be filled in, signed by your parent or carer and
returned to your tutor by Friday 31st March 2017



You may then be invited to attend a meeting with Mr Chillingworth, Miss
Wilkinson or Mrs Beresy to discuss your choices.



Some courses are restricted by class size so you may not get all of your first
choices. Therefore we ask all students to choose at least 2 reserve subjects.
Most pupils are able to study all the subjects they have chosen. However, if too
many pupils want to do a particular subject, or there are not enough to make a
viable group, then 2nd or 3rd preferences will be used.



In addition, if the end of Y8 examinations and other assessment marks gathered
throughout Year 8 indicate that alternative options would be more appropriate,
advice will be given. If at any stage it looks like pupils will not be able to do a
chosen subject, discussions will take place to establish alternative options.



There is further information about the courses available this evening and your
teachers will be happy to discuss the different courses with you.



All Year 8 students will receive further information and guidance in Year group
assemblies and formation time.



Your options will be confirmed in the summer term.

Good luck with your decisions!
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Year 8 Key Stage 4 Option Choices 2017-18
Name of Pupil:__________________________ Formation Group:________________
Please take the time to find out all you can about each subject and to make an informed choice. Some pupils
may also be invited to have an individual interview to help them with their final decisions.
Please choose one subject from each option block and indicate them in the table below. Please also indicate
a reserve choice of subject in the case that certain options are over/under subscribed.
The Head Teacher reserves the right to withdraw any of the options and to amend pupils’ choices where it is educationally desirable. We feel that it is of
vital importance that pupils make informed choices based on their own strengths. Whilst we will endeavour to accommodate all choices it is sometimes the
case that we may have to ask pupils opting for less popular choices to make alternative choices. For subjects which are oversubscribed we will endeavour
to discuss further options with individual pupils.

Please indicate your child’s choices below and return the signed form to your Formation Tutor by 3.30pm
Friday 31st March 2017
Thank you

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3

Art
Child Development
Computer Science

(must have a Grade 4 in Maths at the end of Year 8)

Drama
Food & Nutrition
French

Geography
History
French
Spanish
Literacy & Study Support

(must have studied in y8 unless agreed by MFL)

Geography
History
ICT
Materials Technology
Media Studies
Music GCSE
Music Technology
PE
Separate Sciences

(must have a Grade 4 in Science at the end of Year 8)

Child Development
Computer Science
Drama
French

(must have studied in y8 unless agreed by MFL)

Geography
History
ICT
Media Studies
Music GCSE
Music Technology
PE
Separate Sciences

(must have a Grade 4 in Science at the end of Year 8)

Spanish

(must have studied in y8 unless agreed by MFL)

Spanish

(must have studied in y8 unless agreed by MFL)

Textiles

Option 1 Choice
Option 2 Choice
Option 3 Choice
Reserve Choice 1
Reserve Choice 2

Signed by Pupil:_______________________________________ Date:__________________________
Signed by Parent/Carer:____________________________ Date:__________________________
Signed by Mr Chillingworth/ Miss Wilkinson______________
JCH Option Choice Form

Date:__________________________

ART

GCSE

This course oﬀers you the opportunity to
develop art and design skills in a whole range of
diﬀerent materials, techniques and processes,
both 2D and 3D. It also gives you the chance to
develop your own ideas and individual style
through experimentation and studying other
artists work.
You need to have a creative mind, a real
interest in Art and Design and some practical
ability.

Assessment Methods

60% of your ﬁnal grade is based on
coursework. This consists of 3 projects which
encourage personal development and the
study of diﬀerent artists’ and designers’ work.
All coursework will be assessed throughout the
course, with regular individual interviews
ensuring that all pupils have the opportunity to
reach their full potential.
40% of your ﬁnal grade is a 10 hour exam
(completed over two days) which you will
complete in the ﬁnal year. You will have 5
weeks to research and prepare for your 10
hour piece. All exam work will be assessed at
the end of the 10 hours. A sample of work will
then be externally moderated.

Themes to Be Studied
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identity
Manchester, Old and New
Still life and observational drawing
Natural forms
Cultural studies
Cell structures

Course Description
During the course you will have the chance to develop a range of skills
and experiment with many diﬀerent materials including:
• Painting and drawing
• Printmaking
• ICT, particularly Fireworks and Photoshop
• 3D studies, such as ceramics, modroc and card construction
• Textiles
• Photography
This course develops your ability to solve problems, using creative
thought, ﬁnding alternatives and developing your visual awareness.
The course runs over 3 years, with the ﬁrst year being treated as a
foundation year, where we focus on experimenting with diﬀerent
materials and themes, and develop skills and techniques.
Art is all around us and highly applicable to the world of work. We see it
in design concepts, interior design, product design and packaging, web
design, costume set/design, architecture, animation, graphic design and
ceramic design.
There are gallery visits planned and opportunities for outdoor drawing
experiences.

ART

Course Introduction
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Child
Development
A Technical Award in Child Development is a
vocational course that will introduce you to the
range of rewarding career opportunities that exist
across the four sectors. It builds life skills such as
communication, care values and understanding
that will be of beneﬁt to you in your future studies
and employment. Furthermore it will give you a
wide range of transferable skills that will be
welcomed by colleges and employers.
Course Progression
On completion of the technical award students
can move onto Level 3 post 16; this is the
equivalent to 3 A levels which will take them onto
University to study their chosen pathway.

Assessment Methods:

Course Description
AQA have introduced this new qualiﬁcation as a technical award to:
• Allow learners to study child development within the age range of 0
to 10 years old
• Inform learners about a wide variety of potential careers
• Cover contemporary issues such as child safety online
• Connect learners with children through practical activities.
Learners will have the opportunity to put their knowledge into
practice through a combination of real-life case studies and research
tasks, practical experience and theoretical study.

Career Pathways
• Nursery Nurse
• Health Care – midwifery
• Medicine
• Social Work

There are two internally-assessed units, and a third unit
that is externally assessed.
Unit 1: Child study (30%)
Learners will observe a single child within the age range of
0 up to the end of KS2 in one or more childcare settings.
Learners will:
• Produce a portfolio of work.
• Show they have used primary and secondary research
• Plan practical activities with the child.
• Complete an evaluation of the child study.
Their portfolio may include written notes, graphs, logbook
and photos.
Unit 2: Research study (30%)
Learners will:
• Organise and deliver a practical activity
• Carry out independent planning and research
• Evaluate their success, and suggest improvements.
Learners will choose from: healthy eating, child safety, play
facilities, use of the internet, pre-conceptual care and the
role of exercise in child development.
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• Counselling
• Teaching
• Child Care

Unit 3: External assessment (written exam – 40%)
Learners will be assessed on the following topics:
• Development of the child from conception to the end of
Key Stage 2
• Factors inﬂuencing development.
• Understanding that growth supports speech, aﬀects
social and emotional development and aﬀects the way an
adult responds to a child
• Understanding and proﬁling development milestones
for speciﬁc ages and areas of development
• PIES (Physical, Intellectual, Emotional and Social development milestones)
• Learning and play
• Educational provision
• Child health and safety
• The role of professionals in relation to the development
of children from age 0 up to the end of Key Stage 2.

Child Development

Course Introduction

Computer Science

GCSE

Changes have been made to the computer science curriculum and the new speciﬁcation is designed to boost computing skills
essential for the 21st century. There is a greater emphasis on computational thinking, encouraging mental versatility and a
greater focus on cyber security looking at weak points in secure systems. The amount of coursework content has also
changed. There will be a piece of coursework worth 20% and two written paper exams.
This is a very demanding course and students need to have a grade 4 in Maths to be able to study this course.

Assessment Methods:
Unit 1: Computer systems
This is an examination of 1 hour 30 minutes; it is a written
paper worth 40% of the GCSE
• Systems Architecture
• Memory
• Storage
• Wired and wireless networks
• Network topologies, protocols and layers
• Systems security
• Systems software
• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns
Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
This is an examination of 1 hour 30 minutes; it is a written
paper worth 40% of the GCSE
• Algorithms
• Programming techniques
• Producing robust programs
• Computational logic
• Translators and facilities of languages
• Data representation
Unit 3: Programming project
Students will be able to design a coded solution to a problem;
they will create the coded solution and test its functionality.
This is worth 20% of the GCSE

Course Description

Through this qualiﬁcation students:
• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and
concepts of Computer Science, including abstraction,
decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation
• Analyse problems in computational terms through
practical experience of solving such problems, including
designing, writing and debugging programs
• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and
critically
• Understand the components that make up digital
systems, and how they communicate with one another
and with other systems
• Understand the impacts of digital technology the
individual and wider society
• Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science.

Computer Science

Course Introduction
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Drama

GCSE

Drama is a practical subject and is an excellent
choice if you enjoy performing and working with
others in groups. There will be many opportunities
for you to explore all areas of drama both as an
actor and a director, as well as exciting
opportunities to perform at school as well as in
professional theatres. You will explore the history of
theatre; learn about more modern theatre
companies and experience many diﬀerent
theatrical styles, some of which you will be required
to document in a portfolio. There will also be a
great many of opportunities to visit theatres to
watch productions and see what goes on behind
the scenes. In addition to the practical, there is a
written element of the course which requires you
to take an exam in year 11, where you will write
about a text you have studied and a live
performance you have been to see.

Assessment Methods:

Component 1: Devising Theatre - 40% of
the qualiﬁcation: Non-exam assessment:
internally assessed, externally moderated
- Learners will be assessed on either acting
or design.
- Learners participate in the creation,
development and performance of a piece
of devised theatre using either the
techniques of an inﬂuential theatre
practitioner or a genre, in response to a
stimulus set by WJEC.
- Learners must produce:
- A realisation of their piece of devised
theatre
- A portfolio of supporting evidence
- An evaluation of the ﬁnal performance or
design.
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The course encourages students to:
• Become creative, eﬀective, independent and reﬂective learners who are able to
make informed choices in process and performance
• Apply knowledge and understanding of drama when making, performing and
responding to drama
• Explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context
including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created
• Develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances
• Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas
• Contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance
• Reﬂect on and evaluate own work and that of others
• Develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in
contemporary professional theatre practice

Themes to Be Studied
• Theatre in Education
• Improvisation
• Physical Theatre

• The history of theatre • Set/Costumes/Props
• Practitioners
• Lighting/Sound
• Masks and mime
• Devised Performance

Component 2: Performing from a Text 20% of the qualiﬁcation: Non-exam
assessment: externally assessed by a
visiting examiner
- Learners will be assessed on either
acting or design.
- Learners study two extracts from the
same performance text chosen by the
centre.
-Learners
participate
in
one
performance using sections of text
from both extracts.

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre 40% of the qualiﬁcation Written
examination: 1 hour 3o minutes
Section A: Set Text
- A series of questions on one set text
from a choice of ﬁve
Section B: Live Theatre Review
- One question, from a choice of two,
requiring analysis and evaluation of
- A given aspect of a live theatre
production seen during the course.

Drama

Course Introduction

Course Description

Food Preparation
& Nutrition

GCSE

The GCSE in Food Preparation and
Nutrition enables pupils to acquire a
proper understanding of the scientiﬁc
principles underlying food and nutrition,
and to use a number of practical cooking
techniques to prepare and cook food.
Food Preparation and Nutrition has
recently been redesigned to reﬂect
improving standards across schools. It now
comprises rigorous theoretical and
practical components which allow pupils
to achieve, both creatively as well as
academically.
Students studying Food Preparation and
Nutrition are able to develop their skills
further through post-16 education. This
course provides an ideal foundation for
students wishing to study Food Technology
or Food & Nutrition at A Level.
It also prepares students who wish to
study degrees with a focus on Food
science, Nutrition & Dietetics, Food
Manufacturing, Food Biotechnology (a big
growth area) and links in well with Sports
Science degrees.
This GCSE also prepares students looking
for apprenticeships in the catering
industry and qualiﬁes students for a range
of catering courses.

Themes to Be Studied

• Food science • Food nutrition and health
• Food safety • Food preparation skills
• Food choice • Food provenance • Food
preparation and cooking techniques

Course Description

Approximately two out of the ﬁve hours teaching (every two weeks)
will be practical to ensure a greater understanding of the working
characteristics of food materials.
The student will develop knowledge and understanding of the
functional properties and chemical processes as well as the nutritional
content of food and drink.
Using current media information and various media techniques, they
will investigate and debate the relationship between diet, nutrition
and health; including the physiological and psychological eﬀects of
poor diet and health.
They will enjoy exploring food through its sensory qualities whilst at
the same time using food safety and hygiene considerations to
manage their environment.
The course embraces and emphasises the understanding of, and
enjoyment of British and international cuisines. They will be given the
opportunity to apply this knowledge both in their cooking and in
debating sessions.
They will investigate the economic, environmental, ethical, and
socio-cultural inﬂuences on food availability, production processes,
diet, and health choices.

Assessment Methods:
Final written exam – 50%
This will cover all of the theory and practical knowledge pupils have
gained across their 3 years study.
Non exam assessment (NEA) – 50%
-Task A: Food Science Investigation Task (15%)
Pupils will produce a 1500 – 2000 word report based around a design
context given
- Task B: Food Preparation Task (35%)
Pupils will plan, prepare, cook and present 3 dishes based on a design
context provided.
Each year 3 contexts will be given for pupils to choose from:
1. Suitable for a special dietary group
2. Suitable for a speciﬁc age group
3. Based around food from a speciﬁc culture or country

Food Preparation & Nutrition

Course Introduction
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French

GCSE

Course Introduction

Course Description

A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language is a highly
valued subject and is strongly recommended as a
GCSE option for all pupils with ambitions to go to
university. It has been included as part of the new
English Baccalaureate qualiﬁcation and is very
highly regarded by colleges and universities. Many
students ﬁnd it an enjoyable subject to study.

French is widely spoken throughout the world. There are numerous
countries that you might visit where a working knowledge of French would
be very advantageous, such as Belgium, Morocco, Algeria, Ivory Coast and
Canada.

Students who study French have the opportunity
to participate in trips to the cinema and theatre
and all students are encouraged to participate in
the KS4 French Exchange visit to
Charleville-Mèzières in France.

French is a very popular subject which provides you with a wider knowledge
of the world as well as the practical use of a language. It aﬀords you the
opportunity to immerse yourself in another culture and gain a greater
understanding of the world. This could help you in almost any career and
opens up opportunities at home and abroad.
Transferable skills are essential among employers who look for people with
strengths that translate to the workplace. The language GCSE curriculum
fosters key skills, such as communication, ICT, problem-solving and working
with others and will help you in preparation for the world of work.

Students will be assessed in all four skill areas;
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Each
skill has equal weighting and the skill areas will
be tested in a linear fashion, at the end of the
course.

Themes to Be Studied

A variety of topics will covered in French at
GCSE level such as identity and culture; local,
national, international and global areas of
interest; current and future study and employment. There is an increasing emphasis on
French culture and elements of music, cinema
and poetry are incorporated into the course.
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French

Assessment Methods

Course Introduction
There has never been a better or more important
time to study Geography. With growing interest in
issues such as climate change, urban issues, natural
hazards, environmental degradation and
globalisation, Geography is one of the most relevant
courses you could choose to study. Geography will
give you the opportunity to ﬁnd out about many
aspects of change on our planet, a knowledge base
that will inform the rest of your life. The skills gained
will be valuable to future employers and are highly
relevant for a range of post 16 courses.
Geography is a highly valued subject and is part of
the new English Baccalaureate qualiﬁcation. Many
students ﬁnd it an enjoyable subject to study as it
has practical elements and ﬁeldtrips and is relevant
to the world we live in.

Themes to Be Studied
Theme 1: Living in the UK Today
Landscapes of the UK: Looking at the
different types of landscapes that exist in
the UK, the processes which create
landscapes, specific focus on river and
coastal landscapes and how they are
managed by people.
People of the UK: Examining how the UK
is connected to different places in the
world, how and why UK society is unequal,
economic growth and decline, population
change and how and why urban areas have
changed and evolved over time.
UK
Environmental
Challenges:
Investigating the factors influencing the
UK’s climate, increasing flood risk, human
use of and change to ecosystems,
changing energy supplies and the move
towards renewables.

Course Description

The department follows the OCR syllabus A speciﬁcation. The study
of GCSE Geography will build on your Key Stage 3 knowledge and
skills. It will:
• Develop and extend your knowledge of locations, places,
environments and processes and of diﬀerent scales, social, political
and cultural contexts.
• Enable you to gain an understanding of the interaction between
people and environments, changes in places and processes over
space and time.
• Develop a range of cartographic, graphical, statistical and
investigative (ﬁeldwork) skills.
Geography GCSE is designed to provide you with a course that
develops a sound understanding and knowledge of geographical
themes, issues and skills. The use of case studies is very important to
the teaching of the course and they are chosen at local, regional and
global scales.

Theme 2: The World Around Us
Ecosystems of the Planet: Examination
of different types of ecosystems their
climate, plants and animals, specific focus
on tropical rainforests and coral reefs in
terms of location, physical processes, use
by people and management including
sustainability.
People of the Planet: Exploring the
uneven development of the world, the
factors that contribute towards a
country’s development, the growth of
urban areas in less economically
developed parts of the world, the
consequences of rapid urban growth and
the challenges facing cities now and in
the future.
Environmental threats to our planet:
Investigating the evidence, causes and
impacts of climate change, frequency of
extreme weather events, the causes,
effects and peoples adaption to drought.

Geography

Geography

GCSE

Theme 3: Geographical Skills
Geographical skills:
Opportunities to learn and
develop the use of graphical,
cartographic,
statistical
and
numerical skills.
Fieldwork assessment:
2 fieldwork investigations will take
place in contrasting human and
physical geographical settings.

Assessment Methods
100% external assessment through
three written papers. Each paper
covers a theme as outlined.
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Course Introduction

History is strongly recommended as a GCSE option
for all pupils with ambitions to go to university. This
remains the case even if they do not plan to study
History beyond High school. GCSE History is a
rigorous and challenging course and is highly
regarded by colleges, universities and employers as
a prestigious qualiﬁcation. It is also hugely
enjoyable, helps students to grow into thinking
young adults and develops the critical faculties.
Students will be able to participate in one overseas
study tour in each year; Berlin, First World War
Battleﬁelds and Auschwitz.

Assessment Methods
Year 11 ﬁnal examinations (3 papers)
100% external assessment through three written
papers. Each paper covers a theme as outlined
below.

Themes to Be Studied
• International Relations
• Tudor politics
• Germany, 1919-1939
• Impact of war on society
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Course Description
Warfare Through Time 1250-Present Day:
Pupils study a range of ways in which warfare has changed over the
period. These include; weapons, tactics, recruitment, training and the
impact of war on civilians. The main topic areas are;
• Medieval warfare 1250-1500, including the Battle of Falkirk and the
Battle of Agincourt.
• Early Modern warfare 1500-1700, including the English Civil War
•I ndustrial Age warfare 1750-1900, including the Napoleonic Wars
and the Crimean War
• Modern Warfare 1900-Present Day, including the First and Second
World Wars and the Iraq War 2003.
Historic environment study: London and the Blitz in World War II
Henry VIII and his ministers:
• How Thomas Wolsey rose to power, the impact he had on Henry and
how he lost his position
• How Thomas Cromwell rose to power, the impact he had on Henry
and how he lost his position
• How Henry and his ministers broke away from the Catholic Church
• Henry's conflict with Thomas More
The Middle East Conflict 1945-1995:
• The creation of the State of Israel, 1948-1949
• Conflict between Israel and Arab States in the 1950s and 1960s.
• The Six Day War, 1967 and the Yom Kippur War, 1973
• The rise of the PLO and Palestinian intifadas 1973-1995
• The Lebanon War, 1982
• Attempts at a solution: 1973-1995

History

History

GCSE

Germany 1918-1939:
The Weimar Republic 1918-1929: Germany's crises in the early 1920s,
Germany's recovery 1925-1929, the collapse of German democracy
1929-1933.
The rise of the Nazis to power 1918-1933: the early Nazi party's beliefs
and actions 1918-1923, Hitler's Wilderness Years 1923-1929, the Nazis'
rise to power 1929-1934.
The Nazis in Power 1933-1939; Nazi economic policy, how the Nazis
controlled Germany, persecution of minorities, Nazi impact on
women, Nazi impact on children and young people, Nazi impact on
the churches

ICT

VOCATIONAL

Course Introduction

Due to recent changes to ICT qualiﬁcations
Loreto will be oﬀering a vocational course in ICT.
The course will equip students with the
knowledge, understanding and skills they need
to design and make digital products for others to
use. It will increase students’ awareness of their
responsibilities in the digital world, equip
students with professional, real-world planning
and project management. It will also foster their
creativity and use of design skills on the
computer, whilst developing their knowledge of
computer systems and the use of ICT within a
business context.

Themes to Be Studied
• Design creativity
• Audience and purpose
• Client briefs and the project life cycle
• Site structure
• Consistency
• Composition and page design
• Accessibility
• Content preparation and selection
• A small amount of HTML coding
• Testing and evaluation

Course Description
The OCR Cambridge Nationals in ICT qualiﬁcation has been designed to
engage and enthuse young people with an interest in creative
computing, computer systems and business solutions.
The course will assess the application of ICT skills through their practical
use. It will provide learners with essential knowledge, transferable skills
and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aim of
enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing
to their personal development and future economic well-being.
Mandatory units
Unit 1 -- Understanding computer systems – Written paper (1 hour)
Unit 2 – Using ICT to create business solutions – Centre assessed task
Two optional units from the strands below - Centre assessed task
Business information systems strand
• Unit 3 – Handling data using speadsheets
• Unit 4 – Handling data using databases
Creative Strand
• Unit 5 – Creating an interactive product using multimedia
components
• Unit 6 – Creating digital images
• Unit 7 – Creating dynamic products using sound and vision

Unit 1 – Exam
Students will complete a written paper about computer systems. The duration of
the exam is one hour and the marks are out of 60.
Unit 2 and the two optional units – coursework
Students will complete coursework demonstrating knowledge, understanding and
skills in business software, data applications and design elements.

ICT

Assessment Methods:
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Course Introduction

Course Description

Students will develop a working knowledge of
the material properties and characteristics of
woods, metals and polymers through a range
of diﬀerent projects. The following information
below has been provided, but may change
slightly when the ﬁnal Materials Technology:
Technical Award Speciﬁcation is released.

Through this course you will:

Year 9:
Students will create the following products to
help them develop their skills; Treasure Chest
(with a secret compartment), Working Speaker
Amp, Working Model Light House, Chess Piece,
Model Skyscraper (minimalist), Minimalist
Lamps and Illuminated Signs (using CAD:
Computer Aided Design) / CAM: Computer
Aided Manufacture).
Year 10 and 11:
Students will concentrate on coursework and
documented evidence with a range of projects
including:
1. Skills Demonstration: Skills, Teamwork.
2. Extended Making Project: Product Tasks,
Communication Skills.
3. Fundamentals of Materials Technology:
Materials and their Working Properties,
Processes and Manufacture, Joining (with
Components, Adhesives and Finishes),
Commercial Practice, Sustainability, Careers
Opportunities.
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Materials Technology

Materials Technology

Technical
Award
Level 1/2

- Apply relevant knowledge from KS3 (Year 7 and Year 8
lessons).
- Demonstrate a range of skills and knowledge through practical
projects.
- Demonstrate a range of communication skills through written
work and documentation.
- Understand the properties and characteristics of a range of
diﬀerent materials.
- Understand how to plan, anticipate and construct your own
products with a high level of demand.
- Identify links between your projects and commercial practice,
sustainability and further career opportunities.

Assessment Methods
Assessment will be done through coursework and potentially some
small assessments to document knowledge and understanding. The
course structure is as follows:
Unit 1: Selecting and preparing materials/marking out, using hand tools
for cutting and shaping, forming/bending or laminating, casting and
moulding, non-permanent joining techniques, permanent joining
techniques, machining and the use of power tools, quality production,
using CAD/CAM systems, using ﬁnishing techniques, quality control and
maintaining accuracy.
Unit 2: Extended making project.
Unit 3: Materials and their working properties, processes and
manufacture, joining/components/adhesives/ﬁnishes, commercial
practice, sustainability.
The anticipated TQT (Total Qualiﬁcation Time) will be around 180 hours.

Course Introduction

Course Description

• This is a single award GCSE.
• During your study for this academic GCSE
you will learn a wide range of practical skills in
independent research, team-work and using
technology to produce your own media
products.
• You will complete two exams that will involve
showing understanding of media texts and
their production (35% each).
• You will also complete a non exam
assessment. This will be in response to a brief
with your statement of intent and then your
media product for the intended audience.
• Your studies will also involve researching the
Media industry; the perfect preparation for
any student planning to work at Salford’s
Media City!

Are you creative, innovative and into technology?

Assessment Methods
• Two written exam papers worth 35% of the
ﬁnal grade each
• One practical Non Exam Assessment
(coursework) worth 30% of the ﬁnal grade

Themes to Be Studied
Media languages in television, Genre,
Narrative, Production Skills, Planning Skills,
Team Working Skills, Creativity, Digital Video,
Digital Photography, Radio Production, Media
Industry, Audiences, Representation and
Industry.

Then this course is for you!
Media Languages
In this course you will learn about media languages and how
they are used in ﬁlm, photography and television to create
meaning. You will then go on to use this knowledge in planning
your own ideas for moving image texts.
Media Representations
You will investigate how the media sends messages about
diﬀerent groups based on their age, gender, location, image etc.
How does the media send us messages? How are stereotypes
enforced or challenged in advertising? How are women
presented in sci-ﬁ ﬁlms? How will you represent people and
places in your products?
Media Production and Industry
You will learn how to plan and produce your own moving
image, audio and print products. You will gain a range of skills
and become increasingly conﬁdent in using our suite of Apple
Macs, using industry standard software such as: Adobe Photoshop, Premiere Pro (for editing video) and Garageband (audio
editing). You will learn about how to get a job in the Media
Industry as well as investigating how it is structured; key skills
and knowledge for any aspiring entrepreneur!
Media Audiences
You will learn about how the media forms target, reach and
address audiences, how we as audiences react and respond to
them and how members of the audience become producers
themselves! Love social media? This is for you!

Media Studies

Media Studies

GCSE
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Music

GCSE

If you can read music, enjoy singing or playing an
instrument, composing and listening to music in a
wide range of styles, from Classical to Musicals, from
Rock to Samba, consider this GCSE qualiﬁcation as a
means of developing your skills in a fulﬁlling and
productive way. Please note, it is a requirement of
the course that you play an instrument or sing
conﬁdently due to the coursework performance
element.

Assessment Methods
Coursework is completed via controlled assessment.
Pupils will be allocated a number of hours to complete
each coursework piece in controlled conditions at
school. Performance (Unit 1) and Composition (Unit 2)
will be marked internally and moderated by an external
examiner. Listening and Appraising (Unit 3) will be
marked externally.

Themes to Be Studied
• Performance
• Composition
• Listening and Appraising

Year 9 - Foundation year
The course in Year 9 is a split into 2 parts; the ﬁrst part is a foundation for the
Edexcel GCSE which will begin formally towards the end of Year 9. The aim of
the foundation part of the year is to extend musical skills and knowledge so
that students can approach GCSE Music more conﬁdently. Topics reinforce
students’ music theory knowledge (reinforcing reading notation, time
signatures and key signatures) and composition and performance skills
through studying Blues, Ground Bass Variations, Theme and Variations and
Fusions. In the Summer term, we move on to the Edexcel Course as outlined
below.
Year 10 & 11 – Edexcel GCSE Music
Unit 1 - Performing Music (30%)
Students must be able to perform a solo and ensemble on their instrument
recorded at the end of the course which must total 4 minutes in length and
should be at least Grade 3 standard by the end of Year 11.
Unit 2 - Composing Music (30%)
Two compositions or arrangements to be submitted with a combined length
of at least 3 minutes. One of the compositions will be in response to a brief set
by the exam board related to the scheme of work, and one will be a free
composition in a style of the candidate’s choice.
Unit 3 - Listening & Appraising (40%)
Unit 3 is a written examination and covers four areas of study:
• Instrumental Music 1700-1820 (Bach/Beethoven)
• Vocal Music (Purcell/Queen)
• Music for Stage and Screen (music from the ﬁlm E.T. and the musical
‘Wicked’)
• Fusions (Afro-Celt and Samba)

Music

Course Introduction

Course Description

Each area is represented by TWO set works (8 set works in total) and the
candidate’s knowledge will be tested by answering questions based on
extracts of music played on a CD.
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There will also be an unseen aspect to the exam with a piece of musical
dictation to complete and a question on a piece of unfamiliar music played on
CD, for which the candidates must complete a skeleton score and write an
essay. The exam tests the candidate’s understanding of the musical features of
these pieces.

NCFE Level 2 Technical Award

Music
Technology

Course Description

This qualiﬁcation enables learners to
develop and apply skills, knowledge and
understanding of the music technology
industry. It is suitable for learners who are
motivated and challenged by learning
through hands-on experiences and will
allow them to gain practical skills in creating
music using technology.

Unit 1 Using a digital audio workstation (DAW)
This unit will allow learners to develop skills in operating a Digital
Audio Workstation (DAW) creatively using audio, MIDI, hardware
and editing tools. Learners will create a musical project in response
to a brief, reﬂecting industry skills.

This vocational qualiﬁcation is aimed at
students with an interest in music
production and recording, and is designed
to sit alongside GCSEs in the Key Stage 4
curriculum.

Assessment Methods:
1. Coursework Portfolio:
• Internally assessed and externally
quality assured portfolio of evidence
covering all learning outcomes from units
1, 2, 3 and 4.
• Worth 50% of the qualiﬁcation.
2. External Assessed written exam:
• Includes a listening task assessing the
underpinning knowledge and skills drawn
from across the qualiﬁcation.
• Duration – 2 hours.
• Worth 15% of the qualiﬁcation.
3.Externally assessed practical exam:
• Assessing application of knowledge and
skills learnt throughout the course.
•Duration – 2 hours.
• Worth 35% of the qualiﬁcation.

Music Technology

Course Introduction

Unit 2 Creating music
Learners will develop skills to analyse stylistic elements of music and
develop a piece of music based on a speciﬁc style. Learners will
engage in a review of technical and creative processes.

Unit 3 Studio recording
Learners will plan and undertake a recording session for a given
scenario. Learners will create a mix-down of their recording and
review the ﬁnal product.

Unit 4 Sound creation
Learners will explore sound creation and apply their knowledge to a
given brief. They will create and review their own original sound
creation project.

Themes to Be Studied
• Using a Digital Audio Workstation
• Sampling and sequencing audio
• Recording live audio
• Microphone selection
• Mixing audio
• Producing dance music
• Using MIDI
• Creating sound for moving image
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Course Introduction
A courses in Physical Education and Sport is ideal if
you have a keen interest in sport and always look
forward to your PE lessons. There is also a very
strong link to Science. It will give you exciting
opportunities to be involved in a number of
diﬀerent physical activities promoting an active and
healthy lifestyle.
You will learn about ﬁtness and the body systems,
health and performance, the use of data to improve
performance and how to plan your own personal
exercise programme.

Assessment Methods
The majority of the marks for are for written work.
The work will be in the form of written tasks and/or
exams at the end of a block of work and these will
take place either at the end of a Unit or the end of the
course. Practical skills are also assessed and students’
levels of ﬁtness are important to ensure all practical
tasks are completed to the best of their ability.

Themes to Be Studied
• Structure and function of the muscles, skeleton,
cardiovascular and respiratory systems.
• Aerobic and anaerobic exercise
• Short and long term eﬀects of exercise
• Training and how to prevent injury
• Physical, emotional and social health, ﬁtness and
well-being
• Diet and nutrition
• Sports psychology
• Setting targets
• Social and cultural inﬂuences
• Use of data
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Course Description

Physical Education

Physical Education

GCSE

Courses in Physical Education and Sport have both theory and
practical elements. This means that lessons will take place in the
Sports Hall, Astroturf, Fitness Suite and in Classrooms. There is a
large proportion of written work alongside the practical elements.
Students will take part in a variety of diﬀerent sports which may
include Football, Netball, Basketball, Swimming, Badminton,
Trampolining, Table Tennis, Cricket, Tennis and Athletics.
Students will also plan and participate in their own personal
exercise programmes.

Separate Science

GCSE

GCSE Separate Science at Loreto High School
will now follow the AQA examination board
speciﬁcation. The course content is identical to
the Trilogy course (2 science GCSEs combined)
but with extra subject knowledge and required
practicals in certain areas of the course. This
course is ideal for any pupil who wants to
pursue a career in Science and is very
interested in the developing Science world.
This course is very challenging as the course is
now 100% examination based with
mathematical skills throughout. Examinations
can contain up to 30% mathematical content
(physics) as well as examining practical skills.

Course description
In the Separate Science course, pupils will cover a wide range of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics topics all of which will contribute to 3 GCSE grade
outcomes, one in Biology, one in Chemistry and one in Physics.
Students must have a Grade 4 in Science at the end of year 8 to opt for this
subject.

• Biology topics include: Bioenergetics, Cell Biology, Homeostasis and Ecology
• Chemistry topics include: Organic chemistry, Rates of reaction and energy
changes
• Physics topics include: Atomic Structure, Energy, Electricity and Space
Pupils will also take part in 29 required practicals across the Biology, Chemistry
and Physics schemes of learning. These 29 practical investigations will allow
pupils to cover the important skills required in their Science course.

Themes to be studied

Assessment Methods:
The GCSE course is assessed over 6 examinations (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 physics
papers), these papers are each 1 hour and 30
minutes in length. The 2 biology examination
results will contribute to 1 Biology GCSE grade
for the pupil and the same with Chemistry and
Physics.
29 required practicals may be assessed within
these papers; there is no longer a coursework
element to Science GCSE.

Separate Science

Course Introduction

• How scientiﬁc theories have changed over time
• Using a variety of models to solve problems, make predictions
and to develop scientiﬁc explanations and understanding of
familiar and unfamiliar facts
• Explain everyday and technological applications of science;
evaluate associated personal, social, economic and environmental implications; and make decisions based on the evaluation of
evidence and arguments
• Plan experiments or devise procedures to make observations,
produce or characterise a substance, test hypotheses, check data
or explore phenomena
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Spanish

GCSE

Course Introduction
A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language is a highly
valued subject and is strongly recommended as a
GCSE option for all pupils with ambitions to go to
university. It has been included as part of the new
English Baccalaureate qualiﬁcation and is very
highly regarded by colleges and universities. Many
students ﬁnd it an enjoyable subject to study.

Did you know that Spanish is the second most spoken native
language in the world, after Mandarin Chinese? There are
numerous countries that you could go to practise your language
skills for example Chile, Argentina, Peru, Central America and
Spain.

Assessment Methods

The language GCSE curriculum fosters key skills, such as
communication, ICT, problem-solving and working with others
and will help you in preparation for the world of work.

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing
Each skill has equal weighting and the skill areas will
be tested in a linear fashion, at the end of the
course.

Themes to Be Studied
A variety of topics will covered in Spanish at GCSE
level such as identity and culture; local, national,
international and global areas of interest; current
and future study and employment. There is an
increasing emphasis on Spanish and Latin
American culture and elements of music, cinema
and poetry are incorporated into the course.

Spanish

Students who study Spanish have the opportunity
to participate in trips to the theatre, the Spanish
and Latin American Film Festival, a Spanish
Restaurant and to attend the Insight into Languages
Programme at the University of Manchester.

Spanish is a very popular subject and will teach you the practical
use of a language which could help you in almost any career and
open up opportunities at home and abroad. It aﬀords you the
opportunity to immerse yourself in another culture and gain a
greater understanding of the world.
Transferable skills are essential among employers, who look for
people with strengths that translate to the workplace.

Students will be assessed in all four skill areas;
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Course Description

Textiles Design

GCSE

This course oﬀers you the opportunity to
develop your textile design using a wide
range of diﬀerent materials, media,
techniques and processes. You will need a
passion and a real interest in Textiles Design
and some practical ability to complete this 3
year course. Unlike D&T textiles, this course
is more artistic and expressive.
During the course you will experiment,
engage, and research having the
opportunity to develop and explore your
own ideas through practical experiences, to
communicate personal ideas, meaning and
responses this may include using any of the
following areas:
Art textiles, fashion design and illustration,
costume design, constructed textiles,
printed and dyed textiles, surface pattern,
stitched and/or embellished textiles, soft
furnishings and/or textiles for interiors,
digital textiles and installed textiles.

Assessment Methods
60% of your ﬁnal grade is based on your
portfolio. You will submit a portfolio that
includes a continued project and a selection
of further work which represents your
course of study.
40% of your ﬁnal grade is a practical 10 hour
externally set assignment. You will have
adequate time to prepare for the
assignment followed by 10 hours of
supervision to complete a ﬁnal piece/s.

Course Description

Example themes with example artists/designers and responses:
Landscapes - David Hockney, Moy MacKay, Carol Naylor and
Barbara Rae; Interpretation colour, moods, textures found in
landscapes; Heavily stitched textiles, surface design and repeat
patterns.
Flowers - Jane Hall, Sue Rangeley, Mandy Southan and Helen
Stevens. Analysing historical patterns block prints and
embroideries, observational studies of ﬂowers. Researching
contemporary fashion designers that use ﬂoral motifs.

Textiles Design

Course Introduction

Identity - Carolyn Crump, Leslie Gabriëlse, Pat Kumicich; variety of
materials, painted fabrics and applique stitched canvases and quilts
celebrating inﬂuential ﬁgures, family and friends; exploration of
body image and social identity.

Transform - Jennifer Collier; layering, bonding weaving, to create
new surfaces from pre-existing materials/products, felted or
embellished ﬁbres worked into using dye and stitch to
create/transform found items into costumes and accessories.
Mechanical objects - Lucy Casson, Issey Miyake and Gareth Pugh;
clockwork toys, music boxes and kitchen appliances can suggest
interesting shapes, forms and structures to create installations;
looking at Fashion designers driven by technological creations.

Birds and feathers - Karin Franzen and Nicola Henley; ranges of
birds from diﬀerent times, places and cultures, feather
headdresses, theatrical costumes and historical clothing; dyes and
stitched studies of birds in their natural environments, looking at
how contemporary fashion designers and milliners are inspired by
colour, textures and shapes of exotic birds.
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Notes

Loreto High School Chorlton

