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Welcome to our school newsletter!
I hope you enjoy reading it. I am always amazed and
delighted by the vast wealth of exciting and
enjoyable academic and enrichment opportunities
that are afforded our students. As Headteacher, it is a
privilege to serve this community. I am inspired by
our wonderful students and forever grateful to my
colleagues for their dedication and commitment to
ensuring each child has the freedom to become their
best selves. As this term draws to a close, I would like
to thank you for your support.
May I take this opportunity to wish you a Happy and
Joyful Christmas and a Peaceful and Holy New Year!
Best wishes

Mrs C. Hughes - Headteacher

Loreto attending Michelle Obama
Book Launch!
Our school was lucky enough to have been
given 20 tickets to see Michelle Obama talking
about her new autobiography in London on
Monday 3rd December and 300 tickets were
allocated to school children across the country. This
was an amazing opportunity to see one of the most
famous and inspirational women of our time in
conversation with award winning author
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. All attendees received a free
copy of Michelle Obama’s autobiography ‘Becoming.’ This
truly special evening will be remembered forever by our
group of deserving students, selected as a reward for their
service as role models for younger pupils in reading,
debating and student council.
The newly formed 'Becoming' group will now meet
regularly as a book group to discuss how they can keep the
flame of inspiration alight.

December 2018

Y12 Awards Evening
Following their stunning performance in the first full
year of the newly reformed GCSEs, last year’s Year 11
cohort returned to Loreto High to reflect and
celebrate a year of excellence for the school.
With record numbers of students achieving top
grades, and a staggering amount of new Grade 9s
being awarded, it was always going to be an
evening of tired hands from clapping, all keen to
mark the achievements of the Class of 2018. It was a
pleasure to see so many of our young people
returning to us during the next step in their lives,
and reassuring to see that they are keeping the
Loreto values alive as they go out into the wider
community.

Justice & Peace
Christmas Appeal
As part of their annual
Christmas projects, the Justice &
Peace students are collecting
monetary donations in order to
send practical gifts to people in
need throughout the world. They
aim to buy Cafod world gifts like
running water, mosquito nets,
accommodation tents and electricity which
will be sent in time for Christmas . These gifts
will transform the lives of poor communities
and families in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and
Latin America.

Arts Evening

Winners of the Manchester United
Premier League Enterprise Challenge!

Over 50 of our talented Music and Drama students
performed in the annual GCSE Arts evening; a
varied evening of acting, singing and musical
performances. The musicians performed a variety
of instrument solos, ensembles and singing solos
as well as duets. Some of their performances were
assessed for GCSE, with several students achieving
a grade 9 and some of our non-GCSE musicians
performed their latest ABRSM or Trinity grade
piece fantastically well. The GCSE Drama students
in Year 10 were assessed on their duologues taken
from 'Two' by Jim Cartwright and performed to a
very high standard. Congratulations to all
involved. It was a wonderful evening , we are very
proud of our students.

Loreto were announced winners of the Manchester
United Premier League Enterprise Challenge and will
represent Manchester United in the North Final. If
successful they will progress to the national final in
London. Year 9 students Louis Breen, Esther Oladapo,
Witold Horobiowski, Beteal Teksa and Jace Rennie had
to come up with a business plan and promotional
campaign for Manchester United that would identify
how you would target and attract more 18-23 year olds
to the club. Following a day spent at the club, they had
just under a month to work on their business plan,
executive summary and then pitch to a panel of judges.
Their idea was to target over 300,000 students with
their version of the NUS card, the MUS membership. The
judges were blown away by the level of detail of their
research and their product appealed to a wide range of
people, not only football fans or fans of Manchester
United.

Year 11 Prepare to
Preform Evening
The Year 11 Prepare to Perform evening was designed to give parents
and students essential information on how they can be successful in Year
11. This included how to set achievable goals, how to keep healthy and
active during the exam period and how to ensure that time is dedicated to
relax.
Heads of department prepared targeted support resources for each subject
and talked through how these should be used. Students were given a
goody bag full of blank templates, information booklets and highlighters to
encourage them to be proactive with their studies. Parents and students
were provided with bespoke Power to Perform recipe booklets containing
dishes proven to improve students’ stamina and performance. There was even
a selection of dishes to try and take away on the night.

Afternoon Tea with Sr Bernadette
On Monday 12th November, the Senior Student
Leadership team had the privilege of hosting one of as a
Loreto IBVM sister, Sr Bernadette IBVM for an afternoon
Tea party to celebrate her 60th anniversary to religious
life. They heard about Sr Bernadette’s experiences and
shared their own thoughts on various topics affecting
the youth of today.

Loreto Student Leadership
Conference in York
The first ever Loreto Student
Leadership Conference took
place in York from Friday 30th
November to Saturday 1st
December.
There
were
representatives from the student
leadership teams of all five Loreto
Schools/Colleges in England, Loreto Preparatory School
Altrincham, Loreto Grammar School Altrincham, Loreto
College St Alban’s, Loreto College Manchester and
Loreto High School Chorlton. Our student leaders learnt
about our shared values and the history of Mary Ward
our Foundress. There were stimulating discussions
about the nature of leadership and how the story of
Mary Ward could be re-interpreted by our student
leaders and find expression in their leadership activities.
A truly inspirational conference!

St Joseph’s Kangemi School Feeding
Project
Following a successful non-uniform fundraising
day, we donated £200 through the Teresa Bull
International Solitary Fund to support the work of
the Loreto Community in Kenya. This money will
provide 133 meals for School children at Kangemi
Primary School; ensuring that disadvantaged
children have the best possible chance of
succeeding in their education. Accepting the
donation, Sr Geraldine IBVM had this to say: “I have
no doubt that this generous donation will be
greatfully received, it will also help to bring a smile
to the faces of many of these little children, as the
food they receive in school is their only
guaranteed
source
of
receiving
daily
nourishment.”

Bridgewater Hall Concert Trip
The GCSE Music students attended a concert at the
Bridgewater Hall on Friday 28th September called ‘The
Orchestra Through the Ages’. This was designed to
increase understanding of musical features and
instruments from the Baroque through to the Classical
and Romantic eras. It was fantastic to hear some of our
GCSE set works, as well as learn about instruments,
styles and musical elements. Thank you to the Halle
Orchestra for preparing such an informative and
entertaining programme

Shakespeare festival
Year 9 GCSE Drama performed Romeo and Juliet at
Loreto College as part of the annual MANCEP
Shakespeare festival and absolutely blew the audience
away with their comedy take on the tragedy. The pupils
performed with such confidence, maturity and
professionalism which was recognised by all staff
involved in the evening especially Mr. D Price; the
co-ordinator of the event. This was the first time that
many of the pupils had performed in front of a live
audience. Massive congratulations to the class on an
outstanding and rewarding performance!

Creative project with
The Grange School!

KS3 Girls Fottball
As part of the Secondary "School Games"
Competition, the year 7, 8 and 9 girls are
required to attend the KS3 Girls Football League
5 times over the course of the year, with their
results being entered into a league table.
Despite the weather being cold, windy and rainy,
on Wednesday 7th November the girls
competed in their second tournament and
played exceptionally well; winning three,
drawing one and losing one, with an
accumulation of 22 goals across the three games
and only conceding 4 goals the whole evening!
This places the girls second in the league table,
with the next tournament coming up on the
12th of December.

NQT Conference
On
Friday
23rd
November,
newly
qualified
teachers
from
all
over
Manchester attended
a
conference
at
Chancellor's Hotel in
Fallowfield. Our very own
Mr Warner, from the History
Department, went along to be a 'source of wisdom',
along with 2 other teachers from Manchester schools.
He answered questions and queries from all of the NQTs
on a huge variety of topics from managing a classroom,
to managing your own workload and well-being. The
feedback from NQTs attending the conference showed
that this was a 'very popular item' and most of the NQTs
wished the session could have been longer. The chair of
the conference, Cathy Fitzwilliam-Pipe described Mr
Warner as 'so articulate and interesting. I really
appreciated you giving up your time on a Friday
evening.'

13 Year 9 and 10 pupils took part in a fantastic creative
project with The Grange School in Levenshulme to
compose and perform music inspired by Bee in the City,
the recent art installation in Manchester. The students
worked with those from The Grange and professional
musicians from charity Create Arts, developing their
musical ideas and collaborating in an inspiring and
uplifting experience for all, ending with performance at
the Royal Northern College of Music. The finished pieces
were a triumph and we would like to thank Create Arts
for the opportunity to be part of such an uplifting,
team-building and confidence-boosting experience.

Geography Rivers Trip
For the OCR Geography GCSE pupils visited the
Ladybrook River at Lyme Park and Bramall to
compare the landforms, and human impact. They
collected a range of data ready for analysis and
presentation back at school.

Year 8 Textiles project
Year 8 pupils for thier 12 week
project have taken inspiration
from the city. They explored the
design process, researching and
designing from the design brief
they were given. They have
utilised a range of textiles
techniques, skills and processes
to create these wonderful bags
including a Loreto Value of their
choice. Dilshan Morgan, Herman
Frazer
and
Mason
Leese-Guishard in year
8 were proud to
show off their
finished bags.

Rumbeck Fund
We are well on the way to raising our target
of £10,000 for our Sister Loreto School in
South Sudan! Let’s keep up the good work.

£4,282.34

Diversity Champions!
Earlier this month, Jess Mellor &
Jenesis Assis were invited as part
of the ‘Diversity Champions’
team to deliver a presentation
in front of some very
distinguished speakers and
guests at Manchester University.
Jess and Jenesis
delivered
sessions to young students
regarding equality, respect and
tolerance. This concludes a very successful 12 months as
Manchester’s Diversity Champions.

On the 19th November we marked IMD with a range of
visitors from different backgrounds; from Paul Marshall
Head of Children’s Services to Chris Titchborne, a BAFTA
winning Animator and Director. Pupils had bespoke
lessons to discuss the importance of male role models
and men’s health.

World Mental Health
Awareness Day

DIVERSITY DAY
The Student Council organised Loreto’s second Diversity
Day on 20th September. In keeping with our values, we
celebrated Internationality. Our Diversity Champions
organised a range of visitors to deliver bespoke lessons
to pupils, including the CEO of the Peace Foundation, a
Manchester United coach, a representative from the
University of Manchester, Manchester Youth Council, a
linguist, the Proud Trust. It was an incredible day in
which Loreto pupils and primary pupils from Our Lady’s
and St Johns enjoyed fun activities and thought
provoking discussions. At lunch time all pupils enjoyed
foods from around the world in the canteen, as well as
information stalls on Hate Crime, diversity in sport and
the importance of tolerance.

On the 10th October, we marked World Mental Health
Day by launching the Read Manchester ‘Take 10’
campaign. We encouraged pupils to take 10 minutes to
read every day, and launched new fiction and
non-fiction titles that focus on Mental Health issues.
To keep pupils physically
healthy, the police came
and security marked pupil
and staff bikes. There
was a lunch time cycle
ride around Chorlton
Water Park.

Careers at Loreto!
It's been a busy and exciting time for CEIAG at Loreto
this term. The term began with a big focus on Y11
post 16 destinations and they have been busy
digesting information from Loreto and Xaverian
college road shows and applying for places. There are
more local colleges and apprenticeship providers
scheduled to deliver information, as we make sure
they have the best guidance as they prepare to move
to the next phase of work and studies in September
2019!
Year 9 pupils have been incredible entrepreneurs in the
Manchester United Enterprise challenge.
Year 10 pupils made a good impression with leading NW
employers at the 'World of Work' event on 15th November.
Students the opportunity to engage and ask questions with
leading employers, had some hands on opportunities, and
deepen their understanding of future career pathways.
Over at Manchester University some students in Y9 and 10
attended an inspirational and informative 'Black Lawyers
Matter' Event, aimed at ensuring more of our BAME students
aspire and go on to study Law at Manchester University in
the future.
Thanks to a visit and talk from the Managing Director at
Penguin Random House last term, Loreto was given tickets for
students to attend Michelle Obama's book tour in London.

Carols on The Green
Loreto Choirs joined Glor and
Little Belters for the Christmas
Lights Switch on, on Chorlton
Green on 29th November 2018. It
was a fantastic community event,
organised by Beech Road Traders and Richard Glazier
(Glor). Loreto Choirs sung 3 solo numbers and joined in
with the communal carols and gave a particularly lively
and spirited performance. A fantastic evening was had
by all. We loved being part of this community event!

Science Club
Science Club has again proved to be an engaging
enrichment activity and some of our Year 7 and 8
students have been enjoying extending their learning.
So far we have explored some fantastic Science topics
including the Science of fireworks with flame tests and
investigating sound by making shoe guards to silence
foot steps to protect from zombie attacks! In the New
Year the students will be re-designing and planting out
the school garden beds, as well as exploring garden
ecosystems.

Loreto has launched the Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh for 2018/19 for
Y10
Finally we are excited to be one of
3 Manchester Schools participating
in the innovative GM Careers Hub
Pilot, focussed on helping transform
careers education for young people across
Manchester.
We are always looking to expand our pupils’ experiences
and provide as many opportunities to inspire them as
we can. As part of the wider Careers curriculum we
currently hold informal networking lunches. This
involves small groups of students meeting with adults
from a wide range of professions and trades. We also
have more formal presentations, discussions, classroom
visits, mock interviews and careers fairs, all of which
done by adult volunteers from many diverse working
backgrounds.
If you or anyone you know, are interested in getting
involved in any of these events by helping to increase
the range and diversity of employers and employees our
students interact with please contact Mr Chillingworth
at school and he would be really happy to discuss how
you can make a difference with our young people's
experiences and future aspirations.

Girls Without Boundaries Competition
Year 7-11 pupils took part in the annual ‘Girls Without
Boundaries’ competition on the 5th December. Girls
without boundaries is an organisation that focuses on
the idea of incorporating self-defence and kick-boxing
skills into a piece of choreography. The girls created the
piece of choreography themselves and after weeks of
rehearsals, they were victorious and came 1st out of 9
other competing schools. The girls also won an
additional award for most creative introduction by
incorporating their signature ‘Loreto High School’ chant.
Massive congratulations ladies, such an outstanding
achievement!

