April 2019

2019

www.loretochorlton.co.uk

Welcome to our school newsletter!
I hope you enjoy reading it. Once again I am
amazed by the wealth of exciting and enjoyable
academic and enrichment opportunities that are
afforded our students and delighted that so many
play a full and active part in our school. It is a
privilege to serve this community and I continue to
be inspired by our wonderful students and forever
grateful to my colleagues for their dedication and
commitment to your children.
We are delighted, of course, by the Ofsted
judgement. The inspection team recognised that
Loreto High School is a good and improving school.
We work tirelessly to ensure the best possible
provision for your child and to ‘stretch hearts as well
as minds’. As this term draws to a close, I would like
to thank you for your support. May I take this
opportunity to wish you a happy, joyful and
peaceful Easter and may the sun shine on you and
your family!

Loreto High School was inspected by Ofsted on
Wednesday 16th and Thursday 17th January 2019
and, as I am sure you are aware, the Ofsted team
judged the school to be Good' across all areas. This
represents an improvement from Requires
Improvement to Good across three of the four key
areas since the last inspection. The report
acknowledges the improvements made in the school
since the last inspection and, most importantly,
recognises that Loreto High School staff ‘have the
ambition and demonstrable capacity to further
enhance the good quality of education which the
school currently provides.’ The inspection team were
also delighted to meet our students and asked me to
thank them personally for the part they played in
securing this judgement. Throughout the two days,
our inspectors were ‘impressed by pupils’ positive
interactions with one another and adults.’

Best wishes

Mrs C. Hughes - Headteacher

World Book Day 2019
We celebrated World Book Day at Loreto this year with activities taking place
throughout the week based on our theme of ‘Journeys.’ Each department led
lessons based on a book of their choice and dressed as their favourite
characters on the day. In the Library pupils took part in activities based on
Jules Verne’s ‘Around the World in Eighty Days,’ piecing together Phileas
Fogg’s journey around the world using their literacy and detective skills.
Each pupil wrote a one sentence story on a piece of ribbon, describing their
own life journey. These ribbons will form a beautiful display in school. Well
done on all our wonderful staff costumes this year! Great effort, Team Loreto!

Barclays Maths event
Financial literacy is very
important to us at Loreto
and we once again
continued our partnership
with the Transformation
Trust and Barclays Bank to
deliver
money
skills
workshops to our Year 9
students. Different types of bank
accounts and methods of payment were discussed and
their advantages and disadvantages considered. Pupils
were given the opportunity to ask questions and heard
real life stories about how people's borrowing had got
them into financial difficulty. All the students agreed
that they did not want to get into a debt spiral! The
visitors were very impressed with the enthusiasm of
the students and how well they engaged with the
material.

Textiles guest Artist
We had the privilege to welcome to our school,
Nikki Parmenter, a Textiles artist who specialises in
mixed media, textile based pieces and who takes
her inspiration from the oceans’ environmental
issues. Selected Year 8 and 9 Textile pupils learnt
how to make a 3D pieces by using pipe cleaners,
wadding, wool, hand/machine embroidery and
different textured fabrics to create a marine life
animal using heat manipulation. Roxanne Suchon
Yr 8 commented 'I really enjoyed using different
materials and textures to create a unique piece of
art'.
The resulting pupils’ works were exciting and
demonstrated not only their own abilities but how
much inspiration they had drawn from Nikki.

Y9 Pupils in the Enterprise North Final!
5 students from year 9, Karesse Kini, Esther Oladapo,
Jace Rennie, Witold Horobiowski and Louis Breen
represented Manchester United in the PL Enterprise
North Final at Huddersfield Town FC John Smith
Stadium. They competed against Blackburn Rovers,
Wigan Athletic, Newcastle United, Middlesbrough and
Sunderland for a place in the National Final in London.
The challenge was to look at ways for the club to
connect with new and existing fans aged 18-23 and to
encourage them to buy tickets for a match day.
Following on from their market research they decided
to develop an app that would target the 300,000+
students in Manchester. They pitched their idea to four
judges who scrutinised their executive summary and
finance projections with a fine tooth comb and put the
students on the spot. The students thought on their feet
and responded well. Unfortunately, we narrowly missed
out to Newcastle United, with the judges commenting
on close we had come and praised the group on the
detail of their research, the quality of their pitch and
how they had already started developing the app to
show the judges on the day.

Y7 Church Project
Year 7s presented a church project that they have been
working on for over two months this term. The aim of
the project was to fully embrace the Loreto value of
internationality. To do this, Year 7s had to create a
church that welcomes every group of people within
society. It was a joy to see the different creative
interpretations of the churches, with some being made
out of Jenga pieces and others, lollypop sticks. It was
evident that days of hard work and teamwork with
friends and family had been put into these projects.
However, what was most impressive was the
presentation of their churches within class. It is a true
reflection of the pupils’ open-mindedness and creativity
that sets the welcoming and diverse culture for this
school. The next half term will see our Chaplain Davie
has the unenviable task of choosing the winners!

Former Loreto High
School Head Girl
We were delighted to learn
that our former Head Girl,
Ewa Hercyk has been
offered
a
place
at
Cambridge University, one
of the world’s most
prestigious universities, to read ‘Human Social
and Political Sciences. This is a wonderful
achievement for Ewa and we are very proud of
her. Her parents expressed their gratitude to her
Loreto High School teachers who have nurtured
and supported her talents. We look forward to
hearing about Ewa’s future successes.

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party!
To celebrate the birthday of Lewis Carroll, a ‘Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party’ was held in the Library at lunch time.
The top 20 readers from Years 7, 8 and 9 were invited to
the party. These pupils have taken more Accelerated
Reader quizzes and read more words than other
students. They were rewarded for their efforts with
sandwiches, cakes and sophisticated cups of tea!

Loreto Sister Recognised at International
Award Ceremony.

Year 7 Boys Football Team Winning the
Tony Whelan Cup!
Before Christmas our Year 7 Boys football team took part
in the Manchester United HUB tournament, winning the
Tony Whelan Cup. The boys involved were a credit to
Loreto and showed determination and professionalism
throughout, winning all 7 games and only conceding
one goal for the whole tournament. A superb team
effort and performance from all involved, showing the
teamwork and attitude that we have worked on
throughout our training sessions. Well done boys!

Every year, the US Secretary of State
Pompeo hosts the Annual
International
Women
of
Courage Awards at the State
Department to honour 10
extraordinary women from
around the world. Now in its
13th year, the Secretary of State’s
IWOC Award recognises women
around the globe who have demonstrated exceptional
courage and leadership in advocating for peace,
justice, human rights, gender equality, and women’s
empowerment, often at great personal risk and
sacrifice. This year, Loreto Sister Orla Treacy IBVM,
Principal of the Loreto School in Rumbek was one of
the recipients of this award for her work in starting a
girls’ boarding school in South Sudan, which has
become a beacon of hope for girls who might
otherwise be denied education and forced to enter
early marriages.

Annie Theatre Trip
30 of our young theatre lovers went to see the sensational musical ‘Annie’ on 4th
February 2019. Our annual theatre trips are enjoyed by pupils in all year groups and
our pupils talk about them for months on end. Pupils couldn’t believe that a real-life
dog was featured in the production as ‘Sandy’. As always the pupils demonstrated
professionalism, respect and impeccable behaviour and mannersand this was noted
by members of the public. One audience member stated; ‘your school showed such
respect and behaved astoundingly throughout the show. You must be so proud!’ . Our
very own Luke McGovern was captured by a fellow audience member and was literally
out of his seat dancing along to every song. Such a memorable evening enjoyed by all!

Push Pad Pioneers!

Prefect Interviews

15 of our Year 8 students were fortunate enough
to take part in an 'Ableton Push Pad Pioneer'
project during January and February. The project
was designed and led by electronic
musician/composer Caro C with One Education
Music and Ableton Ltd. The project was aimed at
increasing access to music technology to younger
students, especially girls, who are often
under-represented in the industry. Our cohort
represented a broad range of students and
interests.
The students created their own electronic music
using the Ableton Push Controller and Ableton
software. Radio Reform brought their portable
studio to Loreto High on 15th February to
interview them about their compositions and to
record their live performances - the radio was
broadcast live on Friday 15th March. The project
was also supported by Manchester Youth Music
Hub. We thank everyone involved for giving our
students this incredible opportunity.

A record 70 students applied for the role of Prefect this
year, with Mr Cere, Mrs Knowles and a range of senior
leaders and governors conducting interviews on the
11th March. This year's standard was incredibly high,
with student leadership projects put forward on a range
of issues including Period Poverty, environmental issues
and mental health. Our Year 10 students are clearly
proactive and
passionate about still further improving our school
community. The applicants all conducted themselves
with grace, maturity and confidence, giving a clear
indication that next year's prefect team will actively
promote the Loreto values within school and
throughout the wider community.

Pole Vaulting at Sports City
Year 7 and 8 pupils got to experience pole vaulting at
Sport City this week, being coached by former
Commonwealth and Olympic pole vaulters. Pupils were
taught how to train like elite pole vaulters and how to
use the pole vault in order to gain height. Adesola
Owoseni was a stand-out vaulter and had the bar raised
to challenge himself and cleared
the bar by a distance! All
pupils
behaved
impeccably and were a
credit to the school.

National Careers Week
National Careers Week was a celebration of careers guidance and aimed to raise
awareness of the importance of good careers education. During the week,
different organisations and speakers were invited to our school and students were
given the opportunity to learn more about the various careers in STEM, creative and
digital, law, engineering, automotive, hair and beauty, construction, sport and leisure.
They also had information about apprenticeships and learned about different pathways and career choices. The
year 8’s spent a morning in the Chapel and had lots of hands on opportunities such as building a small scale house,
trying out their fitness levels and investigating careers in sport and leisure, solving engineering puzzles, learning
about careers in the Fire and Rescue Service, trying out CPR, as well as hands on automotive skills. Year 10 enjoyed
a fascinating workshop about pathways into Law. All our visitors commented on the excellent appearance,
enthusiasm and manners of our students. We look forward to welcoming them back to more Careers events in
school and further developing our links with them.

Rumbek Fund
We are well on the way to raising our
target for our Sister Loreto School in
South Sudan! Let’s keep up the good
work.

Rise Voice Vote!

International Women’s Day 2019
The Student Council organised the 3rd IWD celebration
and it was our biggest one yet! We had 13 visitors
including;
Louise Bruin - Event organiser MIF
Jo Langsley - Senior Lecturer in Fine Art MMU
Michelle Scattergood - Puppet maker & Line Producer Factory Studio
Putul Verma - Executive Producer CBBC
Amna Abdullatif - Community Psychologist
Rana Kadiri - Freelance consultant Business strategy & development
Amanda Corcoran - Director of Education MMC
Kerina Lodge - Production Co-ordinator CBBC
Shirley May - Poet/Teaching fellow MMU
Sophie Charlton - Man Utd Foundation
Kate Shepard - Air Steward
Zoe Pickering - Scientist
Naisma Begum - Youth Project Co-ordinato

£7,463.56

We attended the launch of the GM scorecard, an
event organised to kick-start true gender equality in
Manchester. Different people and companies in
Greater Manchester pledged how they will contribute
to creating gender parity by 2028. Snigdha Adhikary, a
member of our student council, spoke to
the group about her group’s campaign
in RiseVoiceVote- on working to help
the homelessness of Manchester.
Next to the statue of Emmeline
Pankhurst, a few members of the
student council stood on a soapbox
and made pledges on how we can
develop our school to support
Manchester in its quest for gender
equality. Over all, the day taught us about the
efforts being made outside the school walls
for the benefit of our futures and what we can
do to help.

Pupils received bespoke lessons and were able to ask
questions to our visitors. We later had a networking
lunch for pupils and visitors where they had more
opportunities to probe the visitors about their career
paths. Our Student Council ran a range of stalls showing
their current projects including Amnesty International,
homelessness in Manchester, 'Size me' about body
image for women and healthy eating. We raised some
more money for Loreto Rumbek with our cake sale, with
many contributions from pupils and staff.

Fundraising night
Following on from the success of the Auction of Promises last
year, the Student Council organised a women's fashion show to
raise money for girls’ education at our sister school in South
Sudan. The Student Council designed art work and badges to be
sold, alongside drinks and refreshments to raise money. We also
had a range of raffle prizes kindly donated by local
businesses including Croma, Tea Hive, The Cottons
Hotel in Knutsford and Manchester Utd. It was a real
community event attended by parents,
parishioners, staff and some of our Loreto Sisters.
The highlight was Mrs Naughton modelling at the
end of the show! We raised over £2000 on the night.
Thank you so much for all your support.

